The chronological issues
Unfortunately, there is no universally accepted chronology for the pastoralist cultures of the Early Iron Age across these areas, and we are often reliant on reference dates from key monuments to establish a relative chronology for analysed artefacts. Among these critical monuments are the kurgans around Arzhan in Tuva, which provide a series of well-dated reference assemblages (especially for items of horse harness and animal-style ornaments) between the ninth and mid-seventh centuries cal. BC (Alekseev et al. 2001; Zaiteseva et al. 2007) . Contemporary with these finds are the 
